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2. Exploring a Minimal TEI Header

Let’s start this section with a mental exercise (though you are free to make it as physical as you want). Before
the holidays, your partner presents you with a short list of book titles she would like to read. Since it is you who
took a day off early, you take this wish list and set out to the public library. Most of the titles are easy to find,

except for the somewhat more cryptic entry:

Balzac or Zola (don't know exactly) ?

something about a magic donkey (in English please!!!) -- sorry, dear, you're the best!

There are many ways you could approach this problem:
. flesh out all works by Zola and Balzac on the library shelves and try to find the one(s) dealing with magic
donkeys
. have a look at the available titles in the “translated literature” section

. try to google for more information first

Depending on how greatly you value your free time, you will probably start / end up asking the librarian, who
will either scan her current knowledge of world literature or a catalogue of library records. Or, if you live in the
twenty-first century, you will probably move to one of the library’s computer terminals, search for “Balzac” or
“Zola” in the author field, narrow the search to “English” translations, and give it a try with “donkey” in the
title field. If you lived in the twenty-second century, the search robot could probably analyse your search query,
propose alternatives for unsuccessful search terms, and even suggest you'd give it a try with “ass” instead of
“donkey.” For the time being, however, you'll have to depend on your (librarian’s) world knowledge, patience,

and/or creativity in order to find following information:
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[balzac ass iiAH Figlds ViiAII formats

« Back to Search results << Previous record | Next record >
Record 2 of 1946953

this  [54] Email this

The wild ass's skin / by Honore de Balzac ; translated by Ellen Marriage ; preface by George
Saintsbury

(Availability )

Bib 1D 1944299

Format Book

Author Balzac. Honore de, 1799-1850
Uniform Title  Peau de chagrin. English

Description London - Dent, 1906
X, 288 p

Series Everyman's library. Fiction

Other Authors  Marriage, Ellen

Haldings Comments Librarian's View Copyright Status

000 00GBORam 22200229 a 4500
001 1944299

005  19920802000000.0

008 91091251906 enk 000 1 fre d
019 1 |a5881537

035  |9000005881537

035 |91125830

040 |aADFA |beng [CADFA [dSUA

041 1 |aeng |hfre

082 0 4 [aB43/7

100 1 |aBalzac, Honore de, |d1799-1850.

240 1 0 |aPeau de chagrin. |IEnglish

245 1 4 |aThe wild ass’s skin / [cby Honore de Balzac ; translated by Ellen Marriage ; preface by George Saintsbury.

260 JaLondaon ; [bDent, |c1906.
300 |axv, 288 p.

440 |aEverymarn's library. |pFiction
700 1 |aMarriage, Ellen.

a84 |aANL |cYY 843.7 B198

=1

Figure 1. A library catalogue record.

It is the last field of this library catalogue that will guide you to the right library shelf and a superb holiday.
This exercise vulgarises the motivation to abstract primary information about bibliographic objects into fixed
categories. In the analog world, this happened on printed library catalogue records; nowadays these are entered

as digital records in databases of library catalogues. These fixed categories together make up an “identity card”

of a literary work.

Have a question?

Far reference enquiries and general
questions on items in the collection,
ask a librarian

Faor comments and suggestions on
the catalogue site, please let us
know.

Similar ltems

Life of Honore de Balzac
Honore de Balzac

Beatrix / Honore de Balzac
Honore de Balzac, 1799-1850

Cesar Birotteau / Honore de
Balzac

Explore

a" Add to delicious
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1944299/Details
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The TEI Guidelines consider such a virtual “identity card” an essential part of each TEI document. It must be
encoded within a <teiHeader> element, before the actual text contents in the <text> part. The “ID categories”
of the TEI header are the subject of this tutorial module. As a trade-off between exhaustivity and usability, the
TEI Guidelines define a wide range of specific TEI Header elements, only a few of which are mandatory. A minimal

TEI header for the work described in the catalogue record above would look as follows:

<teiHeader xmlns="http://www.tei-c.org/ns/1.0">
<fileDesc>
<titleStmt>
<title>The Wild Ass’s Skin: an electronic edition</title>
</titleStmt>
<publicationStmt>
<p>Published as an example for the header module of TBE.</p>
</publicationStmt>
<sourceDesc>
<p>Honoré de Balzac (1906). The Wild Ass’s Skin.</p>
</sourceDesc>
</fileDesc>

</teiHeader>

Example 1. A minimal TEI header.

This example shows how a <teiHeader> element must contain a <fileDesc> (file description) element, providing
a description of the electronic file. In order to be complete, it must consist of three subsections, in that order:

1. <titleStmt>: a title statement about the electronic text

2. <publicationStmt>: information on the publication of the electronic text

3. <sourceDesc>: a bibliographic description of the source for the electronic text

The <titleStmt> element must minimally contain a title for the electronic text. Depending on the nature of this
text, this title may repeat the original’s title, followed by a paraphrase like “electronic version/transcription/

edition.” Details about the publication and source of the electronic text must be provided in <publicationStmt>

and <sourceDesc> respectively. These details ca be given either as informal prose in loose paragraphs, or in

specialised elements. Those are covered in detail in the next sections of this tutorial.
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https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-teiHeader.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-text.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-teiHeader.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-fileDesc.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-titleStmt.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-publicationStmt.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-sourceDesc.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-titleStmt.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-publicationStmt.html
https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-sourceDesc.html
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You will have noticed that this minimal example of a TEI header does quite a poor job providing an identity card
of this novel, compared to the library record example above. However, there are two things of notice:
1. the TEI header is an integral part of any TEI document, and must precede the <text> element with the
actual text content

2. the TEI header minimally documents aspects of the title, publication, and source of the electronic text

Of course, the TEI header allows for much more descriptive sophistication. The most important sections of the

TEI header are treated in the next sections of this tutorial.
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